Tips for Making Sure Your Home is Photo-Ready!
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1. Remove vehicles from the driveway (preferably out of view of the front of the home) prior to my arrival, as I will be taking photos of the outside of the front of the home.  I also take photos of the back of the home, so please tidy up as much as possible, including bikes, toys, pets, etc.

2. Items not included in the sale of the home should be removed. 

3. Show that glorious view. Open window curtains and blinds. 

4. Window boxes are fine if they don’t obstruct the view. 

5. High-back chairs are best against a wall, not obstructing the view. 

6. Turn on all interior lights. 

7. Turn off all interior fans. 

8. Toilet lids closed. 

9. Make the beds, clothes in the hamper. 

10. Empty trash cans or put them in the garage or closet. 

11. Open doors between rooms. 

12. Nothing on the kitchen island, please. We want to focus on the island. 

13. Small kitchen appliances need to be removed. Toaster ovens, coffee pots, espresso machines, knife blocks, blenders, microwaves.  While all make life easier, they make kitchen counter space disappear in a heartbeat. 

14. Please remove everything hanging on the refrigerator. Please remove pet food bowls and toys, and conceal pets. 

15. Remove cash, jewelry and valuables from view. 

16. Remove throw rugs which cover beautiful flooring, or viewers may wonder what you’re trying to conceal. Protecting your flooring with throw rugs is wonderful. However, now is the time to let those floors shine. 

17. Please make sure all pets and pet accessories are out of view.  Some buyers will be turned away if they know there are pets in the home, due to reasons such as allergies or whatever.  You don’t want to deter someone from coming to see the home.

18. For our appointment, all rooms do not need to be picture-perfect.  I only use approx. 6 photos on the website.  Typically they are the front and back of the home, kitchen, living room, dining room and family room.  Dependent on your home, I may also photograph the Master bedroom.  Focus on the main living areas of the home, as those are the ones most likely to sell the home.  Obviously, if you have a unique feature or room in your home, I would like to showcase that.

19. Lastly, when in doubt, move it out!  If you wonder if the room looks too cluttered, it probably does.  Moving a piece of furniture out of a smaller room can do wonders.  Do some research on ‘staging’ your home and implement some of those suggestions before our appointment.
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